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The information provided in this Practice Support document is intended to assist registrants in considering a practice issue 
that may be of interest or concern to a number of registrants.  Registrants are invited to contact the Practice Support Service 
with any questions not addressed by this document.  Readers are advised that documents provided by the Practice Support 
Service are not legal advice, do not supplant official College communications, and are provided on terms including those set 
out in the College’s Practice Support brochure. This document may not be copied in part.  Registrants wishing to copy it in its 
entirety must keep this disclaimer attached and must identify it as a College of Psychologists of B.C. Practice Support 
document. 

Regarding Incorporation of a Psychology Company 

This document is intended to be of assistance to registrants who are considering incorporating a psychology 
company, and to their lawyers.   
 
Registrants may wish to seek legal and/or accounting advice for assistance in determining whether they should 
establish a psychology company and, if so, what type of company they should establish. 
 
Part 4 of the Health Professions Act (HPA) pertains to health profession corporations.  Section 41 of the HPA 
specifies that Part 4 applies to a designated health profession only if the relevant regulation under section 50(2)(a) 
provides that it applies. The Psychologists Regulation does not contain such a provision, and thus Part 4 of the HPA 
does not apply to psychology corporations.  Therefore, the College does not have application forms or processes 
related to granting consent to registrants to incorporate their practices.  Registrants are not required to seek the 
College’s consent to incorporate.  
 
The College does specify requirements for naming a psychology company.  Registrants are expected to select a 
company name that is consistent with the general requirements for advertising and public statements specified in 
Section 10.0 of the Code of Conduct.  In addition, Draft Practice Advisory #17 specifies requirements for use of 
reserved titles in business names.  The College prefers that psychology companies indicate the health profession in 
their names.  An application form for seeking College consent to use a specific company name may be found at the 
end of Draft Practice Advisory #17, and may be submitted to the College for the purpose specified. 
 
Where the Registrar of Companies requires the consent of the College to the registration of a business name which 
uses a reserved title, the College may consent to the use of a reserved title by a firm, in its registered name, where 
specific conditions are met.  These conditions are specified in Draft Practice Advisory #17.   
 
Registrants are encouraged to review Section 10.0 of the Code of Conduct and Draft Practice Advisory #17 to 
determine whether the business names they have under consideration meet the requirements detailed.  In the 
event a registrant submits a name to the Registrar of Companies that results in the Registrar of Companies 
contacting the College regarding consent, the College will respond to this inquiry.  If, after reviewing all relevant 
documents, a registrant wishes to submit a proposed company name or names to the College prior to submitting 
an application to the Registrar of Companies, he or she may do so by sending a written inquiry directly to the 
College.    
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