
	  

Practice Advisory #12 

Psychologist Designations on Advertising and Public Announcements 

DRAFT FOR REGISTRANT FEEDBACK 

Practice Issue 

Registrants have inquired regarding how they may present their credentials to the public. 

Rationale 

Protecting reserved titles such as “registered psychologist” is an important part of protecting the public’s interest in 
receiving psychological services from qualified and accountable practitioners.  Registrants of the College are not 
only uniquely qualified to provide psychological services in British Columbia, but are also held responsible and 
accountable under the College’s Code of Conduct.  Only those individuals who have met registration requirements, 
and who continue to meet renewal requirements, may use protected designations. 

The public interest favours the correct use by registrants of protected designations in a consistent and recognizable 
manner when registrants make public statements, including in advertising and promotional activities. This allows 
clients to make informed decisions about services and service providers. 

Relevant Standards of the Code of Conduct 

9.7 Requirements for credential presentation 

A registrant must comply with the following requirements when 1) representing him- or herself as 
a registrant, 2) describing his or her practice (including when the registrant engages in any of the 
activities contemplated under section 10.7), or 3) being named in a group or multi-disciplinary 
practice: 

(a) The registrant’s name and the registrant’s title must be clearly indicated, and, where directed 
by the College at its sole discretion, designating where applicable that the registrant has 
restrictions, limitations or conditions on his or her registration. 

(b) The registrant must place immediately before the professional title only the highest academic 
degree upon which the registrant’s registration is based and where the registrant has been 
registered as a Psychologist on the basis of a doctoral degree, the prefix Doctor or its 
abbreviation Dr. may be used, but not both the degree and prefix. 

Example: W. Johnson, Ph.D., R. Psych.   or   Dr. David Robson, R. Psych. 
 

(c) A registrant may specify other degrees or professional titles, such as MBA, P.Eng., when the 
area of Study is relevant to the registrant’s psychological practice. The area of study must also 
be specified unless readily apparent from the degree or title. 

Example: W. Johnson, LL.B, Ph.D., R. Psych. 
 

(d) A registrant who has obtained Diplomate status with the American Board of Professional 
Psychology (ABPP) may indicate their status, in the manner required by ABPP, immediately 
after reference to his or her title as registrant. 



	  

Example: Mary Simon, Ph.D., R. Psych. Diplomate in Clinical Neuropsychology (ABPP) 
 

(e) A registrant may describe him- or herself as “Registrant of the College of Psychologists of 
B.C.” 

(f) The registrant must list their title without a modifier which suggests a specialty. “Practice in”, 
“Practice restricted to” or other introductions to the modification of the area of psychological 
service are acceptable. 

(g) Applicants for registration or registrants awaiting the awarding of a degree must not describe 
him- or herself as “candidate for degree” or “candidate for registration”. 

10.7 Public Statements 

A registrant must ensure that all public statements, announcements of psychological services, 
advertising, and promotional activities dealing with the facilities and psychological services of the 
registrant or the registrant’s supervisees must comply with this Code.  

Advisory 

• Registrants should review Standard 9.7 of the Code and ensure that all public statements, including 
advertising and other activities contemplated under Standard 10.7, comply with the requirements of 
Standard 9.7. The Code states expressly that credential presentation requirements apply to announcements, 
advertising, and promotional activities.  This includes in letterhead and any other public name displays. 

• Registrants are advised that the word “registered” forms a part of the title of each registrant. 

• Registrants are advised that registrants who have a limitation on their practice, or who are registered with a 
limited scope of practice, must indicate this status as part of credential presentation unless the College 
permits otherwise.  

• Registrants are not restricted from appropriately communicating their training and credentials to 
prospective clients, but should do so in a fashion that avoids any possibility of the public misperceiving 
they have been granted specialty designation or qualification by the College (see Standard 9.3).  Standard 
9.7 serves to protect the public by specifying limits regarding which credentials may be listed in direct 
connection with or in proximity to one’s registration status with the College (i.e., in proximity to the title 
“psychologist,” the term “registered,” and the designation “R.Psych.”).   




